
 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to STEP’s first quarterly newsletter! January to mid-April 2015 

The Southern Tanzania Elephant Program (STEP) is an elephant conservation project based in 

Southern Tanzania. We work with wildlife authorities and communities to increase protection for 

elephants and to enhance human-elephant coexistence. We also conduct conservation-relevant 

scientific research. We are delighted to share with you some news from the year so far. 

Restoring a bond: elephants and people in the Udzungwa Mountains 
 
 
 

Iin  
In the Udzungwa Mountains a sharp boundary between 
forest and farms leads to conflict between people and 
elephants.  
 

To reduce crop-raiding by elephants and raise incomes 
of affected farmers, STEP and Njokomoni Farmers Group 
set up a beehive fence around farms in a major crop-
raiding hotspot. With the help of  Jasmine Bee, the 
Farmers Group now have access to a higher-end market 
for their honey in Dar es Salaam.  In January 2015, 

Jasmine Bee and Dr. Danstan Kabialo from the Tanzania 
Honey Council also visited the beehive fence and met 
with the farmers, providing further advice on increasing 
occupancy of the hives and honey harvesting practices. 
 

Please consider supporting these farmers and their 
willingness to live with elephants by buying their 
Elephant-Friendly Honey (available at the Butcher Shop 
in Dar es Salaam), and by taking a guided tour of the 
beehive fence in Udzungwa. 

 

Boosting elephant protection through aerial surveillance 
 

STEP’s flying program got off to a great start during September-
November 2014, flying almost 100 hours of patrols with rangers in 
Ruaha National Park, and providing much-needed aerial support to 
rangers on the ground. Our volunteer pilot team, the dedicated 
Charles Nagy and Anne Yeoman, are now busy finalizing plans to 
resume the program this June (and, hopefully, to extend our coverage 
to other parts of the Ruaha-Rungwa elephants' range - more on this 
soon). Logistical preparations are in full swing for their upcoming 
adventure: in late May they will fly their Shadow microlight “Skubie” 
on a 5-day journey from South Africa to its new home in Tanzania.  
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Elephant monitoring in Ruaha National Park 
 
Since February, STEP’s field team has been carrying out monthly transects to increase our data 
collection on elephant abundance and distribution in the Ruaha ecosystem. Our transects take us to 
the most remote parts of the Park, so we act as additional eyes and ears on the ground. Our ID 
database of known elephants now numbers nearly 800 individuals, and is allowing us to get to know 
different families and learn about seasonal movements and behaviour. The wet season is a green and 
vibrant time in Ruaha, and we were lucky to see lots of elephants, marvel at a raging Ruaha River, and 
enjoy the adventure of digging ourselves free when we inevitably got stuck! 
 

 
 

 
STEP Up for Elephants Fundraising Dinner with Dr. Jane Goodall 
 
In February, we hosted Step Up for Elephants in Dar es Salaam to raise awareness about the elephant 
poaching crisis in Tanzania –including with the use of informative billboards on the city’s streets -  and 
to raise funds for elephant protection. STEP Director Dr. Trevor Jones gave a presentation on the 
poaching crisis and how to bring it to an end, and guest of honour Dr. Jane Goodall delivered an 
impassioned and inspiring speech in defence of Tanzania's elephants.  
 

We wish to give a huge thank you to Yasmine Haji and her committee of Elephant Lovers for 
organizing the event, to our generous sponsors, and to all who attended the event and supported us. 
With the funds raised we can fly 90 hours in our microlight over the Ruaha-Rungwa ecosystem, 
provide additional training and beehives to  farmers, purchase three wireless camera-traps in support 
of anti-poaching, and move closer to our target for buying a second field vehicle for monitoring 
elephants in Ruaha ($5,000 to go!).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



In other news 
 

 STEP's Director Dr. Trevor Jones spoke out about the elephant poaching crisis and China's 
domestic ivory trade at a protest in London in January. You can watch his speech here. 
 

 STEP now has an office in Iringa! Please drop in and see us if you are in town. Thank you to all 
who helped us fix up and furnish the office.  

 

 Many congratulations to artist Paul Ndunguru and Nafasi Art Space for their Peke The Last 
Elephant awareness-raising campaign in Dar es Salaam last month.  

 

 Conservation Interaction is organizing a March for Elephants in Dar es Salaam in June 2015 (date 
TBC), with invited speakers including the Minister of Natural Resources and Tourism, Hon. Lazaro 
Nyalandu, elephant expert Dr. Alfred Kikoti, and STEP’s Trevor Jones . Please join  us! 

 
Elephant News: Killing the Ivory Trade 
 

STEP supports all campaigns for a permanent end to all ivory trade. We are delighted that more and 
more countries are deciding to destroy their stockpiles of ivory. During February and March, Kenya, 
Ethiopia and then Malawi all decided to destroy their entire stockpiles. At time of writing, news has 
also just come in that Congo-Brazzaville and United Arab Emirates are to destroy 5 tonnes of 
confiscated ivory each. Congratulations to all of these countries for standing up for elephants!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Supporting STEP 
 

STEP relies on the generosity and kindness of our supporters – you help us to do more for elephants. 
Please consider supporting us in the following ways: 
 

 Follow STEP on Facebook, Twitter, and via our website, and share our work and news updates 
on all things elephant 
 

 Help raise awareness with our “Save Tanzania’s Elephants” t-shirts (Tsh 30,000) and tyre 
covers (Tsh 80,000) (email info@stzelephants.org)  
 

 Support local farmers by buying elephant-friendly honey (available at the Butcher Shop, Dar) 
 

 Donate to an aspect of our work of your choice (email info@stzelephants.org)   

 
Thank you for your support, The STEP team 

Registered Not-for-profit Company No. 112972 
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